
English 250:04 World Literature
CRN: 41914 

MWF, 9:00 p.m. to 9:50 p.m.
Brawley 105

Syllabus online: www.drfran.org
*This may also be found on Blackboard.*

Professor: Dr. Francine L. Allen

Office Location: Brawley Hall, 103 L

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and by appointment

Any good educational experience is enhanced when a professor is able to give a student individual
attention. Thus, students are asked to make full use of the professor's office hours. If a student
needs assistance but finds that the set office hours are inconvenient, he should notify the professor
so that she can make special arrangements to meet with him at another time and day. If the
professor is unable to hold office hours on some days, she will notify students in advance and make
appointments with students who may need to see her.

E-mail: Francine.allen@morehouse.edu
Professor Allen responds to student e-mails Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. However, detailed questions and concerns are best addressed in person during her office
hours.  

Office Phone Number: 404-572-3612

Course Description and Objectives for English 250: World Literature

World Literature Course Description
In the literary world, regardless of the nationality of the author or the time period in which he or
she was writing, a common focus of discussion is the gradual downfall from some sort of paradisical
place or condition.  Sometimes this fall is depicted as being the fate of a collective, as seen in
Paradise Lost (1667) by English author John Milton . At other times, it is presented as being the
fate of an individual who faces, because of forces within and without, the loss of that which had
been connected to his or her well being, as in Crime and Punishment (1866) by Russian
novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky and  Moth Smoke (2000) by Pakistani author Mohsin Hamid.
Whether the fall is collective or individual, loss stands as the common element—the loss of social
standing, of individual agency, of family and friends. Yet, while the downfall of the one or of the
many stands as a common subject matter, an equally important subject of concern in the world of
literature, especially contemporary text, is the gradual rise or redemption of the individual or the
group.  From the depths of literal and figurative death, characters are depicted as experiencing a
resurrection of sorts, regaining a life of agency.  We see this sort of rise to new life in Home
(2012) by African American writer Toni Morrison, in Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence (1996) by
Australian author Nugi Garimara, and in Breath, Eyes, Memory (1994) by Haitian-American
author Edwidge Danticat. 
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In English 250, students are required to develop a literary vocabulary and to acquire experience
with different approaches to literature to assist in their analytical and critical oral and written
responses.  This course is a Core requirement for all students and is offered each
semester.  Prerequisites: English 101-102 or 103.

Course Objectives
In English 250, World Literature, students will study selected literary texts from various time
periods by authors from Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia, and North and South America.  Upon
completion of English 250, students should develop competency in the following activities

1. naming important literary figures and literary texts written by authors in and outside of the
United States

2. discussing the thematic connections of literary texts written by authors throughout the world  
3. analyzing literature by examining basic literary conventions of plot, character, setting, point

of view, and theme 
4. applying literary theory to the interpretation of literature
5. writing organized and coherent essay on literary themes
6. writing academic essays that address ideas from a critical perspective
7. writing academic essays that follow standard essay form
8. employing academic research methods
9. document using MLA style guidelines

10. following the rules of Standard English in the areas of spelling, grammar, and mechanics

Course Assignments (Assessment Tools)
The assignments in English 250, World Literature, are designed to help students to discuss and
write about the thematic connections of literary texts written by authors throughout the world.
With that aim, students will be asked to complete the following assignments. English 250 will begin
with a pre-test to identify writing strengths and weaknesses among students in the course. The pre-
test will help the professor determine what skill areas students need the most practice in during the
semester. Students who miss taking the pre-test when it is administered as outlined in the course
schedule will have until Monday, February 8 to stop by the Professor’s office and take it. This same
test will be given at the end of the semester to identify what skills students have strengthened and
acquired since the beginning of the semester.  Throughout the semester, students will be asked to
write two essays and take a final accumulative exam.  Details regarding the essays and the final
exam will be provided at the appropriate time.
 

Pre-test—(5 percent)
Analytical Essay Assignment One—  (30 percent)
Analytical Essay Assignment Two— (30 percent)
Final Accumulative Examination -- (30 percent)
Post-test—(5 percent)

           



Required Course Texts 

Returning Home
 

Toni Morrison, Home, Knopf Publisher

 

Nugi Garimara, Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, University of Queensland Press, Reprint
edition (May 1, 2013),

 

Edwidge Danticat, Breath, Eyes, Memory, Vintage Publisher

 
The Downfall
 

Milton, Paradise Lost, Dover Publications

 

Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Crime and Punishment, Dover Publications

 

Mohsin Hamid, Moth Smoke, Riverhead Books

(Other course reading will be made available via the class website and Blackboard)

Late-Work Policies, Class Attendance, and Course Guidelines
Attendance Requirements
In cases where meetings times are once a week, or where courses are for 1 or 2 credit hours, hours
missed are more important than number of unexcused absences. Therefore, intervention
is triggered as follows:
 
1 Credit Hour Course = 1 hour of class missed (unexcused)
2 Credit Hour Course = 2 hours of class missed (unexcused)
3 Credit Hour Course = 3 hours of class missed (unexcused)
 
Thus, a student who misses three hours of class meeting time in a (three) 3 credit hour course
triggers intervention, regardless of number of absences. Similarly, a student who misses one hour of
class meeting time for a one (1) credit hour course triggers intervention. Hours of class missed,
rather than number of absences, are most important when making a determination of need for
intervention. 
 



Students are expected to attend each class meeting. Students who meet the threshold
of  (one) 1 unexcused hour of class time for each credit hour assigned to the
course will be referred to the Office of Student Success and may be administratively withdrawn
from the course. Therefore, a student with two (2) unexcused hours absent from a 2 credit hour
course or a student with three (3) unexcused hours absent from a 3 credit hour course is in violation
of the attendance policy. Failure to meet minimum attendance requirements may result
in the loss of the student’s financial aid in accordance with federal financial aid
requirements.  
 
When a student is unable to make it to class, he should have the names and contact information of
fellow classmates so that he can call and learn from them what was missed. A student should not
rely solely upon the course professor to identify what he may have missed during class absences.

Three-credit Hour Courses:
Students are expected to attend each class meeting.  Students with more than 3 unexcused absences
will be referred to the Office of Student Success and may be administratively withdrawn from the
course.  Failure to meet minimum attendance requirements may result in the loss of the student’s
financial aid in accordance with federal financial aid requirements.  

Academic Dishonesty: 
Morehouse College students are expected to conduct themselves with the highest level of ethics and
academic honesty at all times and abide by the terms set forth in the Student Handbook and Code
of Conduct. Instances of academic dishonesty, including, but not limited to plagiarism and cheating
on examinations and assignments, are taken seriously and may result in a failing grade for the
assignment or course and may be reported to the Honor and Conduct Review Board for disciplinary
action.

Class Conduct and Technology:
While technology is an important factor in learning, it often becomes a distraction to class
discussions because some students, instead of listening and participating in class, choose to visit
social networking sites or to read and write e-mails. Thus, students may be asked, at times, to put
away all technology.  Students should always come to class, therefore, with paper and pens.

EEO & Disability Statement:
Morehouse College is an equal opportunity employer and educational institution.  Students with
disabilities or those who suspect they have a disability must register with the Office of Disability
Services (“ODS”) in order to receive accommodations.  Students currently registered with the ODS
are required to present their Disability Services Accommodation Letter to faculty immediately upon
receiving the accommodation.  If you have any questions, contact the Office of Disability Services,
100 Sale Hall Annex, Morehouse College, 830 Westview Dr. S.W., Atlanta, GA 30314, (404) 215-
2636.

Emergencies:
Emergencies will be dealt with individually. If an emergency does happen and a student is unable to
attend to class or to submit an assignment on the due date, he should contact the professor
immediately--on the day of the emergency. A decision will be made at that point regarding what he
should do and whether or not he will be allowed to submit an assignment late. A student should
always have two or three individuals who can contact the professor immediately in case an



emergency leaves him unable to do so on his own.
 
Inclement Weather Policy: 
In the event of inclement weather, the College will announce any closures via the emergency
notification system and/or through local news outlets.  Absent an official closure, students are not
excused from attending class due to weather and any absences will be considered unexcused.  

Course Assignment Guidelines:
All assignments are due on the days and at the times outlined below on the course schedule. In
writing essays for the class, students should save drafts to not only their computer’s hard drive but,
also, to some external hard drive or some cloud-storage service such a dropbox.  Because of
the availability of cloud-storage services, computer crashes do not serve as legitimate excuses for
the submission of late work.

Course Schedule
A syllabus is not a contract between instructor and student, but it is, rather, a guide to course
procedures.  The instructor reserves the right to amend the syllabus when conflicts, emergencies or
circumstances dictate.  Students will be duly notified via Blackboard e-mail if any changes are
made.  Therefore, students should review their Blackboard e-mail daily. Any changes that are made
on the syllabus will be noted on the online version of the syllabus.

Wednesday, January 20

    In Class:  Introduction to Course
     Assignment for Next Class: Purchase course texts

     
Friday, January 22

    In Class: Take pre-test
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Paradise Lost, “Book I"

Monday, January 25

    In Class: Discuss Thematic Focus—The Downfall, discuss Paradise Lost, “Book I"
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Paradise Lost, “Book II"

Wednesday, January 27

    In Class:  Discuss Paradise Lost, “Book II"
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Paradise Lost, “Book III"



Friday, January 29—End/Drop Period; Withdraw Period beings Jan. 30. 

    In Class: Discuss Paradise Lost, “Book III"
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Paradise Lost, “Book IV"

Monday, February 1

    In Class: Discuss Paradise Lost, “Book IV"
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Crime and Punishment, Part One

Wednesday, February 3

    In Class:  Discuss Crime and Punishment, Part One 
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Crime and Punishment, Part Two 

Friday, February 5

    In Class: Discuss Crime and Punishment, Part Two 
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Crime and Punishment, Part Three

Monday, February 8

    In Class: Discuss Crime and Punishment, Part Three
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Crime and Punishment, Part Four

Wednesday, February 10

    In Class: Discuss Crime and Punishment, Part Four
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Crime and Punishment, Part Five

Friday, February 12

    In Class: Discuss Crime and Punishment, Part Five
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Crime and Punishment, Part Six



Monday, February 15

    In Class: Discuss Crime and Punishment, Part Six
     Assignment for Next Class: Review Analytical Essay Assignment One 

Wednesday, February 17

    In Class: Discuss Analytical Essay Assignment One
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Moth Smoke, chapters 1-3, begin writing Analytical Essay
One

Friday, February 19

    In Class: Discuss Moth Smoke, chapters 1-3; research review—finding sources
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Moth Smoke, chapters 4-6, continue writing Analytical
Essay One

Monday, February 22

    In Class: Discuss Moth Smoke, chapters 4; research review—incorporating sources
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Moth Smoke, chapters 7-9, continue writing Analytical
Essay One

Wednesday, February 24

    In Class: Discuss Moth Smoke, chapters 10-12; research review—documenting sources,
using Zotero
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Moth Smoke, chapters 13-Epilogue, continue writing
Analytical Essay One

Friday, February 26

    In Class: Discuss Moth Smoke, chapters 13-Epilogue; research review—essay
organization; revising, editing, and proofreading
    Assignment: Upload Analytical Essay One to Blackboard by Saturday, February 27 at 6 p.m.

Monday, February 29



    In Class: Discuss Thematic Focus--Returning Home
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Nugi Garimara’s Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, chapters
1-4

  
Wednesday, March 2

    In Class: Discuss Nugi Garimara’s Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, chapters 1-4
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Nugi Garimara’s Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, chapters
5-9

Friday, March 4

    In Class: Discuss Nugi Garimara’s Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, chapters 5-9
    Assignment for Next Class: Read Toni Morrison’s Home over spring break
    Receive grades for Analytical Essay One

Monday, March 7—Spring Break, No Class

   Read Morrison’s Home over spring break

Wednesday, March 9—Spring Break, No Class

   Read Morrison’s Home over spring break

Friday, March 11—Spring Break, No Class

   Read Morrison’s Home over spring break

Monday, March 14

Review film—The Rabbit-Proof Fence

Wednesday, March 16

Review film—The Rabbit-Proof Fence

Friday, March 18



  In Class: Discuss Toni Morrison’s Home 
  Assignment for Next Class: Read Edwidge Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory, Chapters 1-10

Monday, March 21

    In Class: Discuss Toni Morrison’s Home
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Edwidge Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory, Chapters 11-
23

Wednesday, March 23

    In Class: Discuss Toni Morrison’s Home
     Assignment for Next Class: Read Edwidge Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory, Chapters 24-
32

Friday, March 25—Good Friday, No Class

   Review Analytical Essay Two Assignment

Monday, March 28

  In Class: Discuss Analytical Essay Two, Discuss Toni Morrison’s Home
Assignment for Next Class: Read Edwidge Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory, Chapters 33-35;
begin writing Analytical Essay Two 

Wednesday, March 30

    In Class: Discuss Toni Morrison’s Home
    Assignment for Next Class: Continue writing Analytical Essay Two 

Friday, March 28

    In Class: Discuss Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory 
    Assignment: Continue writing Analytical Essay Two

Friday, April 1



    In Class: Discuss Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory 
     Assignment for Next Class: Continue writing Analytical Essay Two

Monday, April 4

    In Class: Discuss Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory 
     Assignment for Next Class: Continue writing Analytical Essay Two 

Wednesday, April 6—Academic Advising April 4-8

    In Class: Discuss Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory 
     Assignment for Next Class: Complete Analytical Essay Two 

Friday, April 8

    In Class: Discuss Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory
    Assignment for Next Class: Upload Analytical Essay Two to Blackboard

Monday, April 11

    In Class: Review for final accumulative examination 
     Assignment for Next Class: Review class notes 

Wednesday, April 13

    In Class: Review for final accumulative examination 
     Assignment for Next Class: Review class notes

Friday, April 15

    In Class: Review for final accumulative examination 
     Assignment for Next Class: Review class notes 

Monday, April 18

    In Class: Final examination, Part I



     Assignment for Next Class: Review class notes

Wednesday, April 20

    In Class: Final examination, Part II
     Assignment for Next Class: Review class notes

Friday, April 22

    In Class: Receive grades for Analytical Essay Two
    Assignment for Next Class: Sign up online for end-of-semester office visit

Monday, April 25

   End-of-semester office visit 

Wednesday, April 27 —Last Day of Withdraw

   End-of-semester office visit

Friday, April 29—Last Day of Classes 

   End-of-semester office visit


