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Instructions: Produce a six-page essay that addresses one of the following essay 
prompts: 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Prompt 1: Precise Age 
In the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845l 
Frederick Douglass relates his frustration at not accurately knowing his age. 
Considering Douglass' concerns, write an essay in which you discuss the importance 
or lack thereof of knowing the precise age of people, things, and events. 
	  
Prompt 2: Music and Communication 
In the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845), 
Frederick Douglass speaks of the songs sung by the slaves as reflecting most often 
the sorrow of these slaves, not their joy, as those listening to the slaves often 
assumed. Considering Douglass' conclusion, write an essay in which you discuss 
how communication via music differs from communication via plain speaking. 
	  
Prompt 3: Names and Naming 
In Ngugi wa Thiong'o's short story "Wedding at the Cross," Wariuki changes his 
Kenyan name to David Livingstone, a more Europeanized name. Considering this, 
write an essay in which you discuss the importance of names or the act of naming. 
	  
Prompt4: 
In Ngugi wa Thiong'o's short story "Wedding at the Cross," Wariuki and his wife 
Miriamu develop very different perspectives about the meaning of faith. Wariuki's 
faith perspective is one associated with material prosperity.  Mariamu's perspective 
is associated with identification with the poor. Thinking about faith and religion, 
discuss how they are practiced today in ways that either promote material 
prosperity or that encourage identification with the marginalized. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Due Date: Please upload your essays to Blackboard on Friday, April10 by 11:30 p.m. You 
can begin uploading your paper as early as 7:00 a.m. on that day. Please upload your papers 
as a .doc file or a .pdf file. 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Format: 
	  
When submitting your literary analysis, please be sure that it conforms to the following 
guidelines: 
	  

• Incorporate two secondary sources 
	  

• Please type, using 12-point font and black printer ink. 
	  

• Provide page-number identifications and a heading as outlined by the MLA 
documentation style guide. 

	  
• Provide parenthetical documentation and a works-cited page that conforms to MLA 

style. Your works-cited page will be the seventh-page of your essay. 
	  

• Please be sure that your literary analysis is organized around a clear thesis 
statement that answers the essay prompt. 

	  
• Use no more than one long, block quotation. 

	  
• Use no more than two short quotations-no longer than three lines each. 

	  
• Be certain to give your essay analysis a title. 


