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Instructions: Produce a six-page essay that addresses the following essay prompt: 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Amiri Baraka's 1967 play Dutchman  opens with the character Clay sitting on a 
subway train reading.  College-educated  Clay represents the strides made by  
African Americans in achieving literacy. Yet, despite these achievements, Clay is 
tempted away from the life of the mind.  In a literary analysis, discuss what Richard 
Wright in Black Boy (1945), Malcolm X in his autobiography (1965), and the 
character Clay in Dutchman  say about the obstacles facing black men in achieving, 
deepening, and maintaining   literacy. 

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Due Date: Please upload your essays to Blackboard  on Friday, April 10 by 11:30 p.m. You 
can begin uploading your paper as early as 7:00 a.m. on that day. Please upload your papers 
as a .doc file or a .pdf file. 

	  
Format: 
	  
Format: When submitting your literary analysis, please be sure that it conforms to the 
following guidelines: 
	  

• Incorporate two secondary sources. 
	  

• Please type, using 12-point font and black printer ink. 
	  

• Provide page-number identifications and a heading as outlined by the MLA 
documentation style guide. 

	  
• Provide parenthetical documentation and a works-cited page that conforms to MLA 

style. Your works-cited page will be the seventh-page of your essay. 
	  

• Please be sure that your literary analysis is organized around a clear thesis 
statement that answers the essay prompt. 



• Use no more than one long, block quotation. 
	  

• Use no more than two short quotations -no longer than three lines each. 
	  

• Be certain to give your essay analysis a title. 


